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Behind the New Orleans 'Plot' Probe 



Coftflnwed from Page $ 
nedy," Ferrie said recently. 
But, Garrison admits weather 
was too bad for flying between 
New Orleans and Dallas the day 
of the assassination. Ferrie had 
gone to south Texas by ear 

"We felt it was rather pecul- 
iar*" Garrison said after Fer- 
ris's death, "that a man would 
suddenly take a trip to south 
Texas on the evening of the as- 
sassination when everybody etee 
in fie country was home watch- 
ing television." 

Be viral of Suspicion 

But all this had almost been 
forgotten Until Garrison talked 
with Long in New York. Word 
got around that Garrison was In- 
terested in the assassination 
again. 

Oswald had lived here, The 
summer before the assassination 
he had been active in a l# Handa 
Off Cuba" campaign, handing 
out leaflets, making public 
speeches. 

Garrison pulled out the Oswald 
file* There were pictures of Os- 
wald ki groups of pickets. Gar- 
rison's men called in some of 
their best stoalpigeons and in* 
fanners and showed them th* 
pictures. Gradually some of the 
peopile in the pictures were iden- 
tified. 

One of these informers H a 
character around town who is 
known to most reporters and 
editors. He is always trying to 
sell a scoop. He tried to rail the 
Garrison scoop months before 
it was generally known that the 
DA was investigating the as- 
sassination. 

Gathering the Evidence 
j He carries a gun and a badge 
of some sort, though he is not 
a bona fide law enforcement of- 
ficial. "He's the Jack. Ruby of 
New Orleans," one man who 
knows him remarked. 

But he had the ear of the po- 
lice™and Garrison's* He became 
interested in the investigation. 
He decided to help Garrison* 

The informer found another 
man, a baggage handler in the 
bus station, who had told him 
he knew Oswald. He had told i 
of having seen Oswald in meet- 1 
ings with "four or five others*" « 

The inf cornier brought the 
baggage handler In to see Gar- 
rison. 



\ 
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who had brought in the baggage 
handler has been missing from 
town for weeks. He is in Texas 
and has no intention of return- 
ing at this time. As late as yea 
terday he told a friend here by 
long distance phone that he 
still believes there was a con- 
spiracy. 

But this is the informer once 
tried to sell an editor here "doc- 
umented" proof that the Vati- 
can was "sitting" on a big story: 
That Pope John had been can- 
onized and they didn’t wanl 
anyone to know* 

-"If Garrison had anything," 
one high official here suggested, 
"that guy wouldn't be hiding 
out of town. He's be here acting 
like a wheel in Garrison's office* 
Some Loose Ends 

Ferrie was pinpointed in the 
first story about the investiga- 
tion. On Monday, Ferrie was 
among those classified as 
secondary or irrelevant to the 
case. 

After he was dead on Wednes- 
day Garrison announced; 

'The apparent suicide of 
David Ferrie ends the life of a 
man who, In my judgment, was 
one of history's most Important 
individuals. Evidence developed 
by our office had long since 
confirmed that he was Involved 



"I never knew the Informa- 
tion I had was so Important 
until 1 spoke to Garrison/' he 
told a Post reporter recently. 

Tlv. Lie Test 

Garrison gave him a lie test* 
Che baggage man passed with 
lying colors. The ttc-etings he 
►poke of had taken place dur- 
mg the summer before the as- 
sassination, long before any- 
body knew Kennedy would come 
[fa Texas. 

* Garrison's Investigation lo- 
cated one man, a Cuban In 
state prison. He wa s transferred 
to the local jail where he could 
be questioned and where he 
still Is* A second Cuban was 
located in Miami. J 

By the time the story broke 
in the newspapers last week. 
Garrison had spent $&£00 in ex* 
penses, sending investigators as 
iar away as San Francisco, 

Apparently Garrison's investi- 
gation had not gone too well. 
His staff of 10 detectives had 
worked hard but had not bacn 
able to develop a conspiracy that 
would invalidate the Warren 
findings. 

Garrison's About-Face 

Privately, Garrison assured & 
local editor that the disclosure 
of bis investigation last week 
was quite all right. But the very 
next day he excluded local re- 
porters from his news confer* 
enee and then blamed the papers 
for delaying to '"months away" 
the arrests of the conspirators 
who would otherwise have been 
arrested lf in a few weeks/' 

Fortunately, he said, the 
stories had only pinpointed per- 
sons who were either secondary 
or Irrelevant to the investiga- 
tions. 

The gun-carrying Informer 



in events culminating in the : 
assassination of President Ken- 
nedy. 

"Members of my staff have 
been maintaining a continual 
stakeout In the vicinity of Mr. 
Feme's house lor a long period 
Information from this observa- 
tion, as well as from -other 
sources, had caused us to be* 
come increasingly concerned, as 
our Investigation progressed, 
about , the possibility of his kill- 
ing himself. 

"Because of tills. In a meet- 
ing in my house this morning 
[Wednesday) we had reached a 
decision to arrest him early 
next week* 

"Apparently we waited too 
long/' 

What Is Involved? 

| Garrison admits that Ferrie 
I was never In Dallas at the time 
of the assassination* 

"We have know this for 
years b,ut tills is not. Involved," 
Garrison said. 

Precisely what Is involved he 
won't say. 

Did anyone to his knowledge 
fired by Oswald? Garrison was 
Dallas In addition to the shots 
fired by Oswald .Garrison was 
asked. 

T have no reason to believe 
that Lee Harvey Oswald killed 
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1963, M - Garrison ~' t T ' 

Garrison, who is 6 foot 6, la ” 
known here as both "the Perry ^ 
Mason of New . Organs" and 
"the Jolly Green Giant/' He h 
(brash and publioity-consdous. 

He is ambitious with an ey< 
on Washington. 

Victor In Many Battles 



Garrison has bean in one 
feud after another here during 
his five years as DA. He has 
taken on the police, eight judges 
and the mayor in pitched battle. 
He has won each time. 



Most - officials here and in 
Washington are sceptical of 
Garrison's case against the War- 
ren Report. Nobody but his 
closest aides know what he 
actually has. 



Local officials are concerned 
about knocking him down on 
this question. They feel Garri- 
son Is too shrewd to have started 
something like this If he had 
almost nothing. There is strong 
feeling that Garrison may have 
placed too much confidence in 
the missing informer and sev- 
eral other questionable persons 
Involved in the Investigation. 
But they feel he will survive in 
the end. 

If, in the months to follow* 
he fails to come up with a case, 
local observers feel he can al- 
ways blame the newspapers and 
the untimely death of Ferric. 
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